
NJBA Response to COVID-19 
 
The nation’s unprecedented response to COVID-19, the novel coronavirus, has affected the state and 
the economy in profound ways. The social distancing and strict measures urged by public health officials 
has shuttered businesses, disrupted supply chains and led to extensive job losses across the state. Amid 
this challenging time, NJBA has continued operations virtually, with staff working overtime to assist 
members during the crisis. 
 

• Distribute best practices for federal and state safety protocol. 

• Ongoing communication with NJ legislative leadership, Governor’s Administration and 
Departments and Agencies – and updates from Washington D.C.  

• Weekly NJBA State Officers conference calls. 

• Weekly Leadership video call - Local Presidents, Local Executive Officers, MXD, and NAHB 
representatives.   

• NJBA letter to Governor stressing homebuilding as essential.  

• Executive Order #107 designates construction to be an essential service that shall continue 
operations provided certain safety and health conditions are met. 

• Compiled statewide builder data tracker - status of local buildings departments home sales   

• DCA clarified with guidance that LEA’s may not restrict code officials from performing their 
obligations under the UCC - building code departments to remain flexible and use electronic 
communication to the greatest extent possible.  

• DCA authorizes an applicant to continue work so long as the following are met: the design 
professional oversees the portions of the project where no inspections were performed; 
licensed/registered tradesmen document the process of their work in accordance with the 
inspection procedures of the UCC; and upon reopening, the local enforcing agency is provided 
with before, during, and after pictures and/or video with the documentation. 

• In response to NJBA query, DCA issued directive to allow applicants in the state sponsored 
warranty plan to sign a personal affidavit so that a closing could proceed. The DCA directive 
“Permits the municipality in which the new home is located to issue a certificate of occupancy 
for the new home without the requisite new home warranty.”    

• NJBA in contact with DCA re guidance on electronic public meetings, including zoning and 
planning board meetings.  

• NJBA working with DEP to ensure that applications are still being accepted and will be updating 
members regarding altered procedures  

• NJBA on a business coalition letter to DEP requesting the extension of certain permits and 
maintenance of on-site inspections.  

• NJBA tracking the functionality of other critical components such as the Board of Public Utilities, 
as their employees begin to work remotely.   

• NJBA working trade coalitions - coordinate with investor-owned utilities and utility authorities to 
limit disruptions for connections and meter sets; communicate with Bankers and Realtors as it 
pertains to title, recording, financing and other factors related to closings; participate in a Real 
Estate Coalition to manage permit extensions and regulatory compliance; and engage with 
business groups on a package of employer assistance programs and other items to keep 
companies afloat and strengthen the economy.  

• NJBA on 40 member business coalition letter (prominent business trade groups) which includes 
legislative and executive initiatives for NJ’s officials to consider. 



• NJBA monitoring all legislative activity. 

• Regular updates to its membership on the changing dynamics for businesses and general health 
and safety material.  

• Sharing with HBAs in other states to share and glean information and best practices. 

• NJBA distributes membergrams and weekly newsletters with relevant and timely information. 

• NJBA Resource page on website - general housing-related news updates, available state and 
federal grant/loan opportunities, other employer-assistance programs, changes to employee 
responsibilities, changes to landlord-tenant policies including evictions restrictions, changes 
regarding mortgage relief, and we have urged our members to help donate personal protective 
equipment where applicable.  

 
NJBA is committed to helping its members through determined advocacy, focused member services and 
effective communication. NJBA will continue work tirelessly as the voice of the homebuilding industry 
throughout the state and offer resources to its members and government entities.  


